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Washington, D.C., November, 2025 
 
 

To whom it may concern 
 
 
It is my great pleasure to recommend Ms. Saskia Pardaans, who served as Senior Advisor Infrastructure and 
Water Management at the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Washington, D.C., from January 1, 
2020, until December 31, 2025. 
 
In this role, Saskia focused on climate adaptation and water management in the United States, acting as a 
vital connector between Dutch and American governments, knowledge institutes, and private-sector 
partners. Her work was instrumental in promoting innovative, collaborative solutions to pressing 
environmental and infrastructure challenges that affect communities, ecosystems, and economies on both 
sides of the Atlantic. 
 
Saskia combines deep sectoral knowledge with a strong understanding of international collaboration and 
economic diplomacy. Her ability to bridge the gap between policy and practice has made her an invaluable 
asset to our team and to the broader Dutch network in the United States. She has a hands-on, no-nonsense 
mentality, driven by results and guided by common sense. 
 
Her understanding of the U.S. context and her diplomatic skills have been a major advantage to our mission. 
Saskia consistently demonstrated her ability to bring the right people together,  building trust, fostering 
dialogue, and creating tangible outcomes across a range of policy and business domains. 
Beyond her professional excellence, Saskia is an outgoing, creative, and social professional who brings 
positive energy to every collaboration. She is a true team player who inspires others, encourages open 
discussion, and always brings out the best in her colleagues. 
 
In short, working with Saskia has been a joy and a privilege. She is a talented, dedicated, and highly 
professional advisor whose contribution to the Embassy has been of great value. I can recommend her 
without hesitation for any future position or collaboration that benefits from her expertise, energy, and 
commitment. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 Birgitta Tazelaar 
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